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Duane Hulbert, piano
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MAURICE RAVEL  Ma Mére I’Oye

1875-1937 Pavane des la Belle au bois dormant

(Pavane of the Sleeping Beauty in the Woods)
Petit Poucet
(Tom Thumb)
Laideronnette, Impératrice des Pagodes
(Laideronnetee, Empress of the Pagodas)
Les entretiens de la Belle et de la Béte
(Converstaions of Beauty and the Beast)
Le jardin féerique
(The Enchanted Garden)

Justin Cole, conductor

SERGEI RACHMANINOV  Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43

1873-1943 Duane Hulbert, piano

George Shangrow, conductor

INTERMISSION

ROBERT SCHUMANN  Symphony No. 4 in D minor (1841 version)

1810-1856 Andante con moto — Allegro di molto —

Romanza: Andante —
Scherzo: Presto — Trio — Largo —
Finale: Allegro — Presto

George Shangrow, conductor

Please disconnect signal watches, pagers and cellular telephones. Thank you.
Use of cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.




PROGRAM NOTES

MAURICE RAVEL
Ma Meére I’Oye (Mother Goose)

Joseph-Maurice Ravel was born in Cibourne, Basses Pyrénées, France,
on March 7, 1875, and died in Paris on December 28, 1937. He
originally composed this suite for piano four-hands in September of 1908
and April of 1910. Later the same year, he orchestrated the suite. In
1911, Ravel expanded the work into a ballei, the first performance of
which was given on January 28, 1912 at the Thédtre de Arts in Paris,
under the direction of Gabriel Grovlez. The orchestral suite is scored for
pairs of flutes (one doubling piccolo), oboes (one doubling English horn),
clarinets, bassoons (one doubling contrabassoon), and horns, timpani,
bass drum, cymbals, triangle, tam-tam, xylophone, glockenspiel, celesta,
harp, and strings.

Among Ravel’s closest acquaintances were Xavier Cyprien Godebski, his
wife Ida, and their two children, Mimie and Jean. Ravel would rent a
room in the hotel opposite their apartment when he was in Paris, and he
was a regular at the Sunday evening artistic gatherings hosted by the
Godebskis. In September of 1908, Ravel composed a brief work for piano
four-hands, which he called Pavane des la Belle au bois dormant, for the
entertainment of the Godebski children, whose parents were vacationing in
Spain. In April of 1910, he added four more pieces on fairy-tale themes to
the Pavane, forming a five-movement suite he called Ma Meére I'Oye
(Mother Goose). At the suggestion of his publisher, Durand, Ravel
orchestrated these five pieces not long after; then, at the request of the
Théétre de Arts, he recast the music as a ballet, changing the order of
the original five pieces and composing a fair amount of new material.

In the suite (the version heard this afternoon), the opening Pavane of
the Sleeping Beauty in the Woods is a mere 20 bars in length; its
quiet simplicity evokes the image of the title character sleepwalking
through an enchanted forest. (In the original piano version, each of the
four hands plays but a single note at a time.)

Tom Thumb relates the story of a young child who wanders through the
forest leaving a trail of breadcrumbs, only to discover that birds have eaten
the crumbs and he has lost his way. The opening bars of this movement
vacillate between 2, 3, 4 and 5 beats per measure as Tom errs off course;
he is portrayed by solo oboe and English hom. Toward the end, birds are
evoked by harmonics from solo violin and by piccolo and flute.

Laideronnette, Empress of the Pagodas, is serenaded at her bath by
little creatures playing lutes made of nutshells and viols made from
almond husks. Ravel employs a pentatonic (five-note) scale (in this
case, the pitches corresponding to the black keys on the piano) to
conjure up images of the Far East.

Conversations of Beauty and the Beast opens with a naive waltz (in
the style of Erik Satie’s Gymnopédies) for Beauty, played by clarinet;
soon, the Beast makes his entrance, in the form of the contrabassoon. A
harp glissando and the appearance of the Beast’s theme in harmonics on
solo violin indicate that he has been transformed into Prince Charming,

The final movement, The Enchanted Garden, returns to the sedate
tranquility of the opening movement, but slowly builds to an eruption
of orchestral color, perhaps meant to be the wedding bells of Sleeping
Beauty and her Prince Charming,

SERGEI RACHMANINOV
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43

Sergei Vasilievich Rachmaninov was born at Semyonovo, district of
Starousky, Russia, on April 1, 1873, and died in Beverly Hills,
California, on March 28, 1943. He composed this work between July
3 and August 18, 1934. The first performance was given in Baltimore,
Maryland, on November 7 of the same year, by the Philadelphia
Orchestra under the direction of Leopold Stokowski, with the
composer as soloist. In addition to solo piano, the score calls for 2
Sflutes, 2 oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2

trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, snare drum, triangle, cymbals,
bass drum, glockenspiel, harp, and strings.

Rachmaninov composed five works for piano and orchestra, four
concertos (the second and third of which are the most well known) and
this “rhapsody” — really a set of 24 variations on a theme drawn from
Paganini’s Caprice No. 24 for solo violin. Schumann, Liszt and
Brahms had all written variations on this same tune before
Rachmaninov, and many others would follow — notably, the Polish
composer Witold Lutostawski provided his own set of witty variations
on this theme in 1941.

A brief introduction leads not to the theme, but to the first variation, a
skeletal outline of the tune. Fittingly, it is the violin section that states
the theme proper. Although played without pause, the remaining
variations are divided into four sections that mirror the standard
symphonic structure: exposition and development; several scherzo-like
variations in triple meter; some slower variations including, in No. 18,
one of the most gorgeous melodies in all of classical music (this most
recognizable of all Rachmaninov’s tunes is in fact an inversion of the
Paganini theme); and an energetic finale in which each succeeding
variation ratchets the tempo up an additional notch.

ROBERT SCHUMANN
Symphony in D Minor, Op. 120 (1841 version)

Schumann was born in Zwickau, Saxony, on June 8, 1810, and died,
insane, at the Endenich asylum, near Bonn, on July 29, 1856. He
composed this symphony between May 29 and September 9, 1841. On
December 6 of the same year, it was premiered as his Symphony No. 2
by the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra under the direction of
Ferdinand David. Schumann withdrew the work and revised it in
December of 1851, reintroducing it (as his Symphony No. 4) with the
Diisseldorf Municipal Orchestra on March 3, 1853. The symphony is
scored for pairs of flutes, oboes, clarinets and bassoons, 4 horns, 2
trumpets, 3 trombones, timpani, and strings.

For Robert Schumann, 1840 was a year of chamber music, and 1841 a
year for the symphony: it saw the creation of his Symphony No. 1
(Spring), the Overture, Scherzo and Finale (essentially, a symphony
minus a slow movement), the Fantasy for piano and orchestra (which
would later become the first movement of his piano concerto) and a
second symphony, in D minor. Built upon a recurring theme, he
associated with his wife, Clara, Schumann presented the score to her
as a present on the occasion of their wedding anniversary in
September; it was premiered three months later.

* Schumann was disappointed with the work’s reception, but this likely

had more to do with the fact that it was followed on the program by a
performance from Franz Liszt, than any inherent weakness in the
score. A decade later, the composer reworked the symphony,
incorporating a handful of structural changes, but more extensively
modifying the orchestration by doubling many of the wind passages,
lending a heavier texture to the work. It was this version that he
published as his Op. 120. Johannes Brahms, a lifelong friend of both
Robert and Clara, believed the original 1841 score to be superior and —
despite protests from Clara — succeeded in having it published.

The “Clara” theme makes its first appearance in the slow introduction
to the first movement. It is also employed in the slow movement,
which features a lovely duet for oboe and cello, followed by a central
section containing a triplet-dominated passage for solo violin. The
theme of the stormy D-minor scherzo is in fact an inversion of the
Clara theme; its more relaxed B-flat major trio reworks the violin
passage from the second movement. Both scherzo and trio are
repeated, but in place of a coda, a brief Largo (quoting the theme of
the first movement’s Allegro) leads to an exciting finale.

—Jeff Eldridge
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Pianist Duane Hulbert has toured the United States and Europe,
winning enthusiastic audience response and critical praise. He has
been a prizewinner in the Leeds Competition; in Carnegie Hall's
American Music Competition; and Grand Prize winner of the 1980
Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition. Mr. Hulbert has been
a distinguished soloist with leading American orchestras, including the
Seattle, Minnesota, Dallas, Tacoma, and North Carolina Symphonies.
His strong commitment to the performance of new music has led to
important west coast premieres of works by Toru Takemitsu, Alfred
Schnittke and John Corigliano. In addition to his busy schedule of
local performances, Mr. Hulbert has performed in the American States
Hall Series in Washington, DC, the Ambassador Recital Series in
Pasadena, the Myra Hess Series in Chicago, and as a guest artist with
the Aspen Music Festival at the Kennedy Center. He has twice been
invited to appear at the prestigious Gina Bachauer Festival and was
featured in a television documentary about the Bachauer competition.
A Minnesota native, Duane Hulbert received his Bachelor and Masters
degrees from the Juilliard School and his doctorate from the
Manhattan School of Music. He is presently Professor of Piano at the
University of Puget Sound in Tacoma. Mr. Hulbert has recorded for
the Opus One label, CBC radio, and Bridge Records.

Conductor Justin Cole has studied conducting with Michael
Morgan and Larry Rachleff and is a former member of the
conducting faculty at Rocky Ridge Music Center in Estes Park,
Colorado. He has assisted Mr. Morgan at the Oakland East Bay
Symphony and is former assistant conductor of the Orchestra of the
Pines. Mr. Cole earned a Bachelor of Music degree in trombone
performance from the University of Arizona, where he was
awarded the prestigious Presser Scholarship by the School of
Music. While in Arizona he received a grant from the University
to conduct a concert of 20™ Century works for chamber orchestra.
In 1996 the noted American composer Grace Brown asked that he
conduct the world premiere! of her work, To Ancient Evenings and
Distant Music. Mr. Cole has studied trombone with Tom Ervin,
Gerrard Pagano, George Krem, and William Stanley, and
performed with a variety of ensembles, including the Rapides
Symphony Orchestra, the Tucson Jazz Orchestra, the Piney Woods
Brass Quintet, the Northwest Mahler Festival, and the Corona
Brass Quintet. In addition to his musical pursuits, he is an avid
outdoorsman. Mr. Cole has held the post of Assistant Conductor
with Orchestra Seattle since the beginning of the 1999-2000
season.

In recognition of her 70™ birthday, these friends of
Barbara Kidder have donated over $2000 to

Orchestra Seattle and the Seattle Chamber Singers.

Jeff Acorn » Thomas & Wendy Allen - Stephen & Julia Anderson
Loren & June Amett « William & Laura Bailey » Richard & Roberta Bennett
Jordan Buck » Eileen Cavanaugh « Ann Dempsey « Dean Drugge
Douglas & Dana Durasoff » Don & Cynthia Emory » Franklin & Deborah Furlong
Deborah Giles & Charles Simrell » Moira Glaccum » Fay Griffin
Jonathan H. Hartford « Norman L. Hollingshead « Elizabeth & Edwin Holmes
Paul & Paulette Kidder « Robin Lee Krueger « Donald A. & Joyce Leak
William & Eileen Long « Carolyn Maia « Paul McDill & Dawn Dufford-McDill
Karen McGlocklin » Barbara Newby « Parisi Brothers » Diana M. Phelan
Louis & Ruth Putsche » Robert Carlson & Phyllis Ray
Elizabeth & Jonathan Roberts « Helge & Sally Schultz « Larry & Geralyn Shreve
George L. & Deborah Shuman « Mark Smith & Carol Odell
Daniel & Barbara Symonds « Helen Tavemiti » Marjorie Thomas » Marsha Tolon
Shirley Towner - William C. Towner » Liesel van Cleeff
Jean & Stephen Vandergrift « Frederick & Beverly Wiggs
Sharon Williams & Venita Ramirez « Kenneth & Inge Wood « DeEtte Woods

OSSCS congratulates the Ladies Musical Club
on the Centennial Celebration of their
International Series!

Founded on March 20, 1891, by 1900 the club had grown strong
enough to attempt a concert season of great visiting artists, the first
project of its kind in Seattle. The series has maintained the highest

standards of excellence and through the years has continued to bring
the “musically great” to Seattle. In 1995 the Ladies Musical Club
embarked on a collaboration with the Seattle Art Museum and
Meany Hall for the Performing Arts
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> Some people dance. Some people sing. Some people act. «&
[ Luckily, others simply give. ]
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Corporate Council for the Arts/ArtsFund is the largest single source of operating funds for non-profit arts groups in the Puget Sound region. These, and many other donors,
know that one annual gift to CCA/ArtsFund is the most efficient way to fund more than 65 arts groups. In addition to its annual campaign, CCA/ArtsFund has an endowment
of more than $6 million. Please lend your support. To find out more, please contact the CCA/ArtsPund office or visit our website.

Roger H, Eigst, SAFECO Corporation, retired Pater F. Donnelly
2001 Chair, Comporals Councd for the Arts/ArisFund President, Corporate Coundil for the Arts/ArtsFund
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Corporate Council for the Arts/ArtsFund
PO Box 19780 v~ Seattle, WA 98109-6780
Seattle 206-281-9050 - Tacoma 253-305-0049
Fax 206-281-9175 v~ Email info@artsfund.org
Websites www. tsfund.org  www.artsfund.org




