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Winter Baroque

Sunday, January 20, 2002 = 3:00 PM |
Illsley Ball Nordstrom Recital Hall |
Benaroya Hall

Jeffrey Cohan, flute
Orchestra Seattle
Justin Cole, conductor
George Shangrow, conductor and harpsichord

HENRY PURCELL  Suite from The Gordian Knot Untied, Z. 597

1659-1695 Overture
Air — Rondeau minuet
Air - Jig
Chaconne
Air — Minuet

CARL PHILIPP EMANUEL BACH  Flute Concerto in D minor, H. 426
1714-1788

Allegro
Un poco andante
Allegro di molto

Jeffrey Cohan, flute

INTERMISSION

GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL  Concerto Grosso in E minor, Op. 6 No. 3

1685-1759 Larghetto
Andante
Allegro
Polonaise: Andante
Allegro ma non troppo

Justin Cole, conductor

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH  Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 in G major,
1685-1750 BWYV 1048

[Allegro] — Adagio -
Allegro

Please disconnect signal watches, pagers and cellular telephones. Thank you.
Use of cameras and recording equipment is not permitted in the concert hall.




PROGRAM NOTES

HENRY PURCELL
Suite from The Gordian Knot Untied, Z. 597

Henry Purcell was born in London around 1659 and died there on
November 21, 1695. His incidental music for The Gordian Knot
Untied was composed in 1691 and is scored for string orchestra.

King James II’s Attorney General referred to Henry Purcell as “the
Orpheus Britannicus...a greater musical genius England never
had.” Composer, organist, and bass and countertenor singer, he
ranks among the finest musicians of the Baroque period, and
among the greatest of all English composers. Purcell excelled in
every musical field he entered, composing operas and incidental
music for plays; odes and “welcome songs;” secular cantatas; full
anthems, verse anthems, and other sacred music; and secular
songs, chamber music, and keyboard pieces. He was exceptionally
skillful in setting the English language, and some of his solo song-
scenas are remarkable examples of dramatic declamation. He
employed to particularly fine effect the ground bass, in which ever-
varying musical phrases are accompanied by a repeated pattern of
bass notes (as in the Evening Hymn and Dido’s famous final
lament, “When I am Laid in Earth”). It is unfortunate that his
music is heard relatively rarely today, though Dido and Aeneas, his
operatic masterpiece written in 1689 for a fashionable girls’
school, remains to this day the earliest English opera that is
regularly staged.

The son of a musician, Henry Purcell was already writing music by
the age of eight. He became a chorister at the Chapel Royal in
1668, and studied composition with John Blow, whom he
succeeded in 1679 as organist of Westminster Abbey. At 21,
Purcell composed for Charles II the first of his welcome songs and
his first theater music, two genres in which he was to become
particularly proficient. In 1682 he became one of the organists of
the Chapel Royal, where he also sang in the choir. Purcell was
later appointed organ maker and keeper of the king’s instruments.
He died on St. Cecilia’s eve, 1695, probably of tuberculosis.

During the last five years of his life, Purcell composed incidental
music for no fewer than 40 Restoration plays. While some of these
productions merited only an odd song or two, many benefited from
rich and varied collections of airs and dances. Purcell would
compose some of his finest instrumental music for the theater; the
famous tune Benjamin Britten appropriated for 7he Young
Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, comes from Purcell’s 1695
incidental music for Abdelazer.

The play The Gordian Knot Untied has (along with its author’s
identity) been lost. It was apparently a historical drama telling of
Alexander’s pragmatic solution to the infamously complicated knot
that was fated only to be undone by a future king of Asia Minor:
Alexander drew his sword and sliced it in haifl

Characteristically, Purcell’s score for The Gordian Knot Untied
begins with an overture in the French style featuring a slow
introduction followed by a fast contrapuntal episode; somewhat
uncharacteristically, the opening Adagio returns at the corclusion.
(Purcell’s instrumental music serves as a link between 17th
Century French ballet music and the Op. 6 Concerti Grossi of
England’s next great composer — albeit transplanted from Germany
— Georg Frideric Handel.) The remainder of the suite consists of a
series of brief airs and dances; of particular interest is the
Chaconne, an especially fine example of Purcell’s contrapuntal and
instrumental skills,

— Lorelette Knowles & Jeff Eldridge

CARL PHILIPP EMANUEL BACH
Flute Concerto in D minor, H. 426

Emanuel Bach was born at Weimar on March 8, 1714 and died in
Hamburg on December 14, 1788. His D minor flute concerto exists
in a variety of incarnations, the earliest of which may have been
composed around 1747; the version performed this afternoon is
scored for solo flute, strings and harpsichord.

Of Johann Sebastian Bach’s twenty children, four became
composers: Willhelm Friedemann (1710-1784), Carl Philipp
Emanuel (1714-1788), Johann Christoph Friedrich (1732-1795),
and Johann Christian (1735-1782). Both Johann Christian and
Carl Philipp Emanuel became well-known figures of the Classical
period in music. .

Emanuel was the fifth (although only third surviving) of the six
children of J. S. Bach and his first wife, Maria Barbara Bach. At
the age of nine Emanuel attended the Thomasschule in Leipzig,
where his father had taken up the post of Kantor. Although he was
a talented keyboard player, Emanuel attended the University of
Frankfurt-an-der-Oder with the aim of becoming a lawyer. Upon
graduvating, however, Emanuel took up a position among the
musical entourage of Crown Prince Frederick (later Frederick the
Great) of Prussia. Frederick had a passion for music and was a
flutist and composer, but his tyrannical father forbade his musical
activities; Frederick’s flute lessons from Johann Joachim Quantz
were conducted with the utmost secrecy. However, when
Frederick was established in his own private residence he was able
to enjoy a certain degree of freedom from his father and he began
to assemble an impressive musical entourage that included
members of the musical Gruan and Benda families, as well as
Quantz and Emanuel Bach. Frederick ascended to the throne in
1740 and his court musical establishment became, for a time, the
center of German musical life. Emanuel’s main duties at the court
were as harpsichordist and to serve as accompanist for the king
while he played the flute. Despite the prestige of the position,
there were certain dissatisfactions: for the nearly thirty years
Emanuel was in Frederick’s service, he was underpaid compared
with the other court musicians. The king’s chamber music
concerts were supervised by Quantz, and even though Bach
composed a number of works for flute (including some beautiful
sonatas) Frederick clearly preferred performing the works of

Quantz.

Emanuel applied for posts in other cities over the years; finally,
Frederick gave him permission to go to Hamburg, where Emanuel
succeeded his godfather, Georg Philip Telemann, as director of
church music for that city. He remained in Hamburg until his
death, at the age of seventy-five, from a pulmonary complaint.

As a composer, Emanuel is considered an important exponent of
the Empfindsamer Stil, which, loosely translated, means “sensitive
style.” This was characterized by an emphasis on nuance and on
the expression of several sentiments within a movement (avoiding
both the Baroque use of a single “affect” and the extremes of
passion of the Sturm und Drang movement).

Emanuel wrote a great deal of keyboard music, including many
sets of keyboard sonmatas. His favorite instrument was the
clavichord; his last few keyboard sonatas, however, were written
for the fortepiano, the predecessor of the modern piano. Bach’s
works also include 52 concertos with orchestral accompaniment,
sonatas for violin and piano, trios, 22 Passions, and many cantatas
and oratorios. He also wrote many songs that were prized in their
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Laurie Medill & David Savage
Rebecca Parker

Gustav & Claire Raaum

Hugh & Susan Reichenbach
Elizabeth & Kenneth Robertson
Nancy Shasteen

Nedra Slauson

Reid Spencer

Jim & Cynthia van de Erve
Pieter & Tjitske Van der Meulen
Irene White

Jerry & Nancy Worsham

ALLEGRO ($100 to $249)
Boone & Gayle Barker

Diana & Michael Beaumont
Andrew & Sally Bell

Susan Box Bellevue

Robert & Susan Betts
Stephanie Bird

Michael Blackwell

Ted Bohn

Mark Bolter

Wendy & Richard Borton
Kurt Brawand, MD

Greg Canova & Barbara Linde
Steve Carl

Robert Carlson & Phyllis Ray
Thomas & Theresa Carison
Karen Chapman

Michael & Patricia Clarke
Ralph & Sue Cobb

Robert Cole & Jean MacGregor
Clayton & Carol Cook

Paul & Jane Crowder

Helen S. Dehlberg

Richard & Judy Dolf

Daniel & Kathleen Dow

John & Ruth Edwards

Annie & Scott Engelhard

The Fay Family

David & Michelle Ferguson
Cinda Freece

Katie Frevert

Deanna Fryhle

Peter Garbes & Heather MacLaughlin

Amy Gerard

Richard & Becky Greaves
Kristin Hansen

H. Donald Hawkins

David & Candace Holmes
Neal & Clara Hulkower
Marie & Marvin Hurd
Sarah Jobs

Alan Jones

Kathy Kamel

OlgaKlein

Lorelette & Walt Knowles
Jill Kraakmo

Dr. & Mrs. A. Wm. Kratzke
James & Elhri Larsen
Donald & Joyce Leak

Alice Leighton

Theodora Letz & Paul Blinzer
Nancy Lewis

Hubert G. Locke

Tim & Emily Lunde

Eileen & Bob Lusk

Julie Lutz

Mark Lutz

Megan MacPhee

Avron Maletzky

Sam Mann & Megan Lyden
Adrienne McCoy

H. Jo McKinley

Carole Moranty

Mami Morohoshi

Howard & Audrey Morrill
Chyristine Moss

Charles Murphy

Tom Nesbitt & Penny Nichols
Stephen C. Nicholis, MD
Lois H. North

Allan & Inger Osberg
Patrick & Lauren Patterson
Barbara W. Patton

ProACT Law Group
Gretchen Reade

Richard & Joan Reed
Georgia Rohrbaugh

Tom & Marcia Royal

Jerry & Kia Sams

Eckart & Hildegard Schmidt
Joan Selvig

Alan Sherbrocke

Eric Shih

Klaus & Janet Siebold
Bemice Sienkiewich

John & Candace Stenseth
Peter Stewart

Helen Stipcich

William & Kathleen Trier
Warren & Nancy Watson
Peter Weiss & Bettina Indig
Doug Welti

Rob Weltzien

Frederick & Beverly Wiggs
Woody & Helen Wilson
Elmer N. Witt

Matthew Wyant & Bonnie Light
Cathy & Glen Wyatt
Richard V. Wyckoff & Carol Judge
Anonymous (4)

ANDANTE ($50 to $99)
Thomas & Wendy Allen
Geraldine Allsopp

Karen Anderson

David Atcheson

Reilly Atkinson

Edwin Beatty

Stephen Billester
Melanie & Gren Bjork
Andrew Blackwell

Gary & Laurie Brooling
Jordan Buck

Peter Cannon

Virginia Chapson
Gregory & Anne Conklin
Jennifer Crowder

Kyla deRemer

Walter & Joyce Derlacki
Todor Fay & Melissa Gray
John & Linda Filippi
Richard Fincham

Susan Finn

Fred & Pat Frevert
Phyilis Frol

Anne Galt

Dr. & Mrs. Michael L. Gilbert
Deborah Giles & Charles Simrell
Moira Glaccum

Kathy Gomer

Carl Gonder

Marijayne Gossard

Frank Greenspan

Mary & Clifford Grinnell

N. Michael & Maureen Hansen
Peter Henry

Joyce Hopkins

Ted Hurwitz

Russell A. Johanson

Robert Kechley & Elizabeth Kennedy
Matt Lang

Jack Love

Marge Lueders

Lewis & Ann MacFarlane
Ken & Gigi Machtley
Jeanette Matson

Lisa McKay

Rev. Ineke Mitchell & Don Mitchell
Nancy L. Moores

Jerry Nelson

Maura O'Brien

Mary Anne Osborn

Mr. & Mrs. Chad B. Pierce
Roberta R. Post

Stephen Poteet & Anne Kao
Dickson H. & Dierdre Preston
Joan Rasken

Margaret Ridgeway

Elizabeth & Jonathan Roberts
David Ross

Frank & Elena Savage
Barbara Schaad-Lamphere & Theo Schaad
Bev Schaaf

F. W, Scholz

Ellen Smith

Eric T. Spandl

Betty Szeden

Helen Tavemniti

Valerie Ann Taylor

Richard & Heather Ullmann
Gertrud Volke

Frances Waibler

Lorraine Weltzien

Stephen Wilen

Stuart Williams

Ed & Cindy Wischmeyer
Margery Wright

Barbara & Wilson Wyant
Penny Zega

Anonymous (2)

MATCHING FUNDS

Bank of America Foundation
The Boeing Company
Bullitt Foundation

Microsoft Foundation
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While every effort has been made to ensure a complete and accurate listing of our
lease call 206-682-5208 or send an e-mail to 0sscs@osscs.org.
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> Some people dance. Some people sing. Some people act. «&
[ Luckily, others simply give. ]
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Corporate Council for the Arts/ArtsFund is the largest single source of operating funds for non-profit arts groups in the Puget Sound region. These, and many other donors,
know that one annual gift to CCA/ArtsFund is the most efficient way to fund more than 65 arts groups. In addition to its annual campaign, CCAIAnsFund has an endowment
of more than $6 million. Please lend your support. To find out more, please contact the CCA/ArtsFund office or visit our websites.
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PO Box 19780 - Seattle, WA 98109-6780
Seattle 206-281-8050 v~ Tacoma 253-305-0049
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